What is claimed is: 

1 . A method of conveying gift registration information to a gift buyer, the method 
comprising: 

indicating gift items for purchase; 

indicating a plurality of entities where the gift items may be purchased; 
associating each gift item with an entity where the gift item may be purchased; and 
providing a machine readable code associated with a registrant. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the machine-readable code is a bar code. 

3. The method of claim 1, wherein indicating the plurality of entities includes showing a 
name associated with an entity. 

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the name is shown in logo form. 

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising providing an image. 

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the image is of a gift item. 

7. The method of claim 1 further comprising indicating a purchase price associated with a 
gift item. 

8. The method of claim 1 further comprising providing a reduced price associated with a 
gift item. 

9. The method of claim 1, further comprising indicating a gift registration's location. 

10. The method of claim 1, wherein a gift item is indicated by providing parameters that can 
be used to guide a purchase by the gift buyer. 
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1 1 . The method of claim 1 , wherein a gift item is indicated by providing preferred 
alternatives from which the gift buyer may purchase. 

12. An apparatus for conveying information to a gift buyer regarding a gift item recorded in a 
gift registration system as being intended for a registrant, the apparatus comprising: 

a first location adapted to convey information regarding the gift item; 
a second location adapted to convey where the gift item may be obtained by the gift 
buyer; and 

a machine-readable code associated with a registrant. 

13. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein the first location contains a description of the gift 
item. 

14. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein the first location contains parameters that can be used 
to guide a purchase by the gift buyer. 

15. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein the first location contains preferred alternatives from 
which the gift buyer may purchase. 

16. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein the first location contains a price for the gift item. 

17. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein the machine-readable code is bar code. 

18. The apparatus of claim 12 further comprising an image of a consumer product. 

19. The apparatus of claim 18, wherein the image is associated with the gift item. 

20. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein the first location contains a description of where the 
gift item may be purchased. 
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21 . The apparatus of claim 20, wherein the description of where the gift item may be 
purchased includes a store's name in logo form. 

22. The apparatus of claim 12 further comprising a third location adapted to convey 
information describing a registration system's location. 

23. A method of recording a gift item into a gift registration system, the method comprising: 
providing a machine-readable form; 

recording on the machine-readable form information regarding the gift item; 
recording on the machine-readable form information regarding a registrant; and 
associating the machine-readable form with a location where the gift item may be 
obtained. 

24. The method of claim 23 further comprising reading the information recorded on the 
machine-readable form with a character recognition system. 

25. The method of claim 23, wherein the information regarding the gift item includes a price 
associated with the gift item. 

26. The method of claim 23, wherein the information regarding the gift item includes a 
quantity associated with the gift item. 

27. The method of claim 23, wherein the information regarding the gift item includes a 
product description associated with the gift item. 

28. The method of claim 23, wherein the information regarding the gift item includes an 
identification code associated with the gift item. 

29. The method of claim 23, wherein the information regarding the registrant includes an 
identification number associated with the registrant. 
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30. The method of claim 23, wherein the information regarding the registrant includes a 
name associated with the registrant. 

3 1 . The method of claim 23, wherein associating the machine-readable form with the 
location where the gift may be obtained includes providing a machine-readable code on the form. 

32. The method of claim 31, wherein the machine-readable code is a bar code. 

33. An apparatus for recording a gift item into a gift registration system, wherein the gift item 
is available at a merchant location and intended for a registrant, the apparatus comprising: 

a first location adapted to receive, in a machine-readable format, information regarding 
the gift item; 

a second location adapted to receive, in a machine-readable format, information 
regarding the registrant; and 

a machine-readable code associated with the merchant location. 

34. The apparatus of claim 33, wherein the information regarding the gift item includes a 
description of the gift item. 

35. The apparatus of claim 34, wherein the description contains parameters that can be used 
to guide a purchase by the gift buyer. 

36. The apparatus of claim 34, wherein the description contains preferred alternatives from 
which the gift buyer may purchase. 

37. The apparatus of claim 33, wherein the information regarding the gift item includes a 
price associated with the gift item. 

38. The apparatus of claim 33, wherein the information regarding the gift item includes a 
quantity associated with the gift item. 
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39. The apparatus of claim 33, wherein the information regarding the registrant includes an 
identification code associated with the registrant. 

40. The apparatus of claim 33, wherein the information regarding the registrant includes a 
name associated with the registrant. 

41 . The apparatus of claim 33, wherein the machine-readable code is bar code. 

42. The apparatus of claim 33 wherein the information regarding the gift item and the 
information regarding the registrant is readable via a character recognition system. 

43. A card adapted for use with a gift registration system used by a registrant, the card 
comprising a machine-readable code associated with the registrant. 

44. The card of claim 43, wherein the machine-readable code is a bar code. 

45. The card of claim 43, wherein the machine-readable code is a magnetic strip. 

46. The card of claim 43, wherein the machine-readable code is an imbedded memory chip. 

47. The card of claim 43, further comprising a textual code associated with the registrant. 

48. A method of providing gift item purchasing information used in a gift registration system, 
the method comprising: 

associating a list with a registrant, the list including at least one gift item; and 
providing a card including a machine-readable code associated with a registrant. 

49. The method of claim 48, further comprising reading the machine-readable code with a 
card reader associated with the gift registration system. 



56 



50. The method of claim 49, wherein the card reader is located at a gift registration system 
kiosk. 

5 1 . The method of claim 49, wherein card reader is located at an ATM. 

52. The method of claim 48, further comprising displaying the list on a screen. 

53. The method of claim 48, further comprising printing the list on a medium. 

54. The method of claim 48, further comprising associating a stored value with the card. 

55. The method of claim 54, further comprising allocating the stored value to at least one of 
the gift items. 

56. The method of claim 55, further comprising presenting the card to a cashier during a 
purchase of at least one of the at least one gift item, reducing the stored value by the amount of 
the purchase, and crediting a store with the amount of the purchase. 

57. A method of providing a list identifying at least one gift for purchase, the method 
comprising: 

associating a list with a registrant, the list including at least one gift item; 
providing at least one stored value card associated with a registrant; 
providing a card reader with a capability of associating additional monies with the stored 
value card. 

58. The method of claim 57, wherein the card reader is an ATM. 

59. The method of claim 57, wherein the card reader is at a kiosk. 

60. The method of claim 57, wherein the list is associated with the card. 
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61. The method of claim 57, wherein the stored value card is a smart card and the monies are 
electronically stored on the card. 

62. The method of claim 57, wherein the stored value card is associated with an account 
database where the monies are electronically stored. 

63. A method of providing a list identifying at least one gift for purchase, the method 
comprising: 

associating a list with a registrant, the list including at least one gift item; 
printing the list on an ATM machine. 

64. A gift registry system, comprising: 

at least one ATM associated with a subset of a chain of standalone stores, wherein the 
standalone stores are in multiple locations, wherein the ATM includes a printer that may be used 
to print a list identifying gifts selected by a registrant. 

65. The system of claim 64, further comprising software allowing a registrant to identify gifts 
for inclusion on a list in a multiple standalone stores. 

66. The system of claim 65, further comprising a scanner for use to select gifts to be placed 
on a list identifying gifts for purchase. 

67. The system of claim 66, further comprising a printer for printing a list identifying at least 
one gift. 

68. The system of claim 67, wherein the printer part of an ATM. 

69. The system of claim 67, wherein the kiosk is an ATM. 

70. A method for selecting gifts for inclusion on a gift list, comprising: 
providing a registrant with access to a scanner; 
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receiving information relating to at least one product for inclusion on the gift list from the 
scanner; 

enabling the registrant to select gifts from multiple stores for inclusion on the gift list; 

and 

associating the gift list with the registrant. 

71. The method of claim 70 further comprising the act of printing a list identifying each 
selected gift with a store, wherein the printed list identifies a selected gift from at least two 
different stores. 

72. The method of claim 71, wherein the act of printing is performed on an ATM. 

73. The method of claim 71, wherein the act of selecting gifts from multiple stores consists of 
selecting gifts from one or more stores located in a mall. 

74. The method of claim 71, wherein the act of selecting gifts from multiple stores includes 
selecting gifts from one or more stores in a mall. 

75. The method of claim 74, wherein the act of selecting gifts from multiple stores includes 
selecting gifts from standalone stores. 
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